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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this research is to determine the role of the digital agricultural library in the Agricultural Research,
Education and Extension Organization (AREEO) on the quality improvement of research projects in agricultural research
centers in the west of the country.

Methodology: This is an applied research and its method is analytical survey. The data gathering tool was a researcher-made
questionnaire. 200 faculty members working in five research and education centers affiliated to the AREEO in the west of
the country compiled the study, which were selected as targeted samples. Of these, 159 questionnaires were completed and
returned. To measure the reliability of the questionnaire, the Kronbach Alpha method has been used. The result of the test
for all research items (6 main components with 67 items) was 940.0. Descriptive statistics were used for analyzing the data.
One-dimensional test was used and a number of normal data were used.

Findings: Data analysis showed that the researchers used agricultural digital library with an average of 3.88 to provide the
resources needed for their research. Also, searching for search engines and websites, each with a frequency of 37.3, was the
most commonly used tool for researchers to access digital library resources. The study of abstracts of articles, with frequency
of 52.3, and the use of references and electronic books, with a frequency of 3.13, respectively, was the most common reason
for researchers to use digital library of agriculture. Researchers in this study have reported the low speed of communication
and lack of access to out-of-network services as one of the most important factors in the way of digital agricultural library.

Results: The results indicate that the target community is not well integrated with the information compilation and, despite
the cost, maintenance and production of the content does not have the required performance and efficiency at the current
level, and there is still a great gap between the existing and the desired quality.

Keywords: Digital library, agricultural digital library, evaluation, service improvement, library development, research projects,

research organization, education and promotion of agriculture, research centers and agricultural education.
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